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Hylomorphic Structure, Emergence, and Supervenience 

Hylomorphism claims that some individuals, paradigmatically living things, are composed of 

physical materials with a form or structure that is responsible for them being and persisting as 

the kinds of things they are. One objection to hylomorphism claims that an account of the 

physical materials composing an individual is sufficient to account for everything it is and 

everything it does. I argue that the objection fails insofar as hylomorphic structure is the best 

(and perhaps only) thing that can explain the persistence of individuals that change their 

matter over time. 

 


